~ Treasure hunt!
 The story of the bidden treasure, from Marthew 13

ONE DAY JESUS was telling people about God's
kingdom. “God's kingdom is wherever God is
King.” Jesus told them. “It's wherever
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Once upon a time, there was a man working in a field,
digging. So there he is digging, but what he doesn't know
is that in that held there is buried treasure. So Dig, Dig,
Dig ... Klink, Klank, Klonk. UH-OH! His shovel bumps
into something hard, Hello, what's this? He picks it up,
dusts it off — it's a chest. [t's rusted and locked but —
C-R-E-E-A-K — he pries it open. What he zees inside
takes his breath away: beautiful, glittering, gleaming,

twinkling, sparkling, precious jewels! It's a treasure chest!
e wants that treasure, He needs to met that treasure.

He must have that treasure, somehow. Even if he has to sell

everything he has so he can pay for it, He quickly buries

the treasure again, runs home, and sells every ll‘ling he has.

He takes the money from the sale and goes and buys that

field. Mow he owns the hield — and the treasure that 1s bur-

iud init! He runs hucli and clig:-‘. up the treasure ugain;
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Jezus said, "Coming home to God is as wonderful as
hnding a treasure! You might have to dig before you find
it. You might have to look befare you see it. You might
even have to give up everything you have to get it. But
huing where Gaod is — br:'lng in his l-:ingdcurn — that's

more important than anything else in all the world. It's
warth anything you have to give up!” Jesus told them.
"Because God s the real treasure.”

God had a treasure, too, of course.
A treasure that was lost, long, long
ago. What was God's treasure, his
maost impartant thing, the thing Gad
loved best in all the world?

God's treasure was his children.

It was why Jesus had come into the
warld. To find God's treasure. And
pay the price to win them back., And
Jesus would do it — even if it cost
him evervthing he had.
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